
 

 
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE⎟PAULINE CAULFIELD - ECCLESIASTICAL TEXTILES, AN EXHIBITION IN A 
NEW CONTEMPORARY SACRED ART PROGRAMME AT ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH, 
HAMMERSMITH, OPENS THIS JUNE 
 
Pauline Caulfield - Ecclesiastical Textiles 
2 to 10 June, 2018 
Private view: 4 June, 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
 
FASHIONING THE SACRED 
Pauline Caulfield challenges the common assumption that ecclesiastical textiles must look traditional, 
with her new and bold designs. 
The exhibition is organised by Austin Forum as part of its Sacred Art series.  
 
Austin Forum 
The Catholic Church and Modern and Contemporary Art 
Austin Forum aims to reestablish a strong and creative relationship between the Catholic Church and the Arts, 
especially within contemporary visual art. In the twentieth century, the Catholic Church invited its members to 
“read the signs of the times”. In response to that, Austin Forum is working with artists whose artistic expressions 
say something about the world and the human condition today. 
Austin Forum is delighted to announce the second of a Sacred Art programme in the church building at St 
Augustine’s, Hammersmith. We celebrate the creativity and practice of emerging and established artists and invite 
them to engage and respond to our sacred space. We invite them to enhance our worship and contemplation in this 
church. Austin Forum is a project established by the Order of St Augustine. 

 
Pauline Caulfield - Biography 
Pauline Caulfield was brought up in Sherborne, Dorset. Her parents both converted to Catholicism in the late 
1930’s, part of the movement which included Evelyn Waugh and Graham Greene. Her father was an architect and 
her mother was an illustrator and what would now be called a graphic designer – both of them had been to art 
school. 
After convent schooling she went to Chelsea School of Art as a painting student from 1961-1965 and then to the 
Royal College of Art to study textile print for 3 years. 
After that marriage and motherhood took over for a while but intermittently, over the years, commissions were 
completed for residential interiors and for churches. Since being made redundant 3 years ago from her part time job 
of 25 years with consulting engineers, she has become immersed in re-visiting past work and taking on new 
commissions. 
 
Pauline Caulfield - Ecclesiastical Textiles 
At Chelsea School of Art my painting became more and more tentative and colourless. Painting scared me. My 
subsidiary subject of textile print – a lesser world - gave me the freedom to splash out in terms of colour and form. I 
had a foot in both camps. 
My Catholic upbringing was in pre-conciliar times when the theatricality of the Mass was more marked. All the 
senses were evoked – perhaps not touch and taste so much but sight, smell and sound (including silence) were 
strong in my childhood memory.  
There were 6 liturgical colours. I loved the changing of these colours and the ornateness of the vestments. Post 
Chelsea, in the RCA Textile Print Department, one of my interests became the design of chasubles. These were not 
ornate and not exactly traditional but the intention was for them to retain something structured and timeless. The 



 

faded purple one on show was one of these. I did not expect them to be worn but in fact they were worn and over 
the years I have been commissioned to produce more. 
The black velvet chasuble shown here was part of a commission to design concelebratory funeral vestments for 
Hamborn Abbey in Duisburg, Germany. 
The technique uses devore printing to destroy the pile of the velvet and discharge printing to bleach out the black 
from the velvet. The commission didn’t materialise in the end but while it was still a possibility my mother died and I 
quickly printed the chasuble for her funeral. My father, who often didn’t like my work, did like this, so it was used 
again for his. 
The cope was commissioned by a friend for the Vicar of St Mary’s in Kintbury where she lived. He wanted the usual 
motif of an M with a crown on top. I got round this by putting an abstracted M on the hood and by letting the 
royalty of the ermine pattern take the place of the crown. I inverted the ermine shape to let it also have the 
connotation of tears. 
The Rev. Christopher Budd then Bishop of Plymouth commissioned me to do two chasubles and a mitre (the gold 
and the red) in 2002. He has now very kindly made them available to me for the exhibition by bringing them from his 
new parish homes in the Scilly Isles and Lyme Regis. 
I have a large printing table in the Victorian artist’s studio where I live in Primrose Hill. Since this new, post 
redundancy, surge of activity started I have been joined by a number of people. The studio has become again the 
workshop it was intended to be. Thank you to all of them. And thank you God! 
Pauline Caulfield 10 May 2018 
 
Curators, designs & support 
Curated by Fr Gianni Notarianni O.S.A. (Parish Priest of St Augustine’s Church, Director of Austin Forum) & Marie 
Marin la Meslee 
Exhibition designed by Stephen Scully 
Thanks to Art+Christianity for their support. 
A proud partner of Hammersmith and Fulham Arts Festival. 
 
Visitor information 
Admission: free 
Opening times: Monday-Friday: 7 am to 7 pm, Saturday: 10:30 am to 7 pm, Sunday: 8 am to 7:30 pm 
Address: St Augustine’s church - 55 Fulham Palace Road - London. W6 8AU 
E: info@austin-forum.org T: 020 8748 3254 
Nearest London Underground Station: Hammersmith 
 
Press information 
For more information, interviews and images, contact: 
Marie Marin la Meslée - Austin Forum Communications Manager 
E: marie@austin-forum.org T: 020 8748 3254 
Follow Austin Forum: austin-forum.org | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | LinkedIn 
 
*** People say: 
“Austin Forum is an innovative space where faith, reason, art, compassion, education, and action meet. Its 
forward thinking approach to Catholicism, which acknowledges the potential and beauty present in all of God's 
creation - particularly in EVERY human person - is just what London needs. A West London gem!”  
Richard Piatt, Director at Arts & Drama, Merrimack College, Boston, USA 
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