
 

 
 
PRESS RELEASE⎟JULIAN STAIR - “REPOSE” - CERAMIC ART IN A NEW CONTEMPORARY ART 
PROGRAMME AT ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH, HAMMERSMITH 
 
Julian Stair - REPOSE 
21 March to 21 April, 2019 
Drop-In and Draw - Tuesday 9 April - 6.30pm to 8.30pm 
 
On Ash Wednesday, at the beginning of Lent, Catholics are reminded of their mortality when a cross is drawn on their 
foreheads with ash, accompanied by the words: “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.” This powerful ritual 
indicates that we are not immortal; we are not superhuman; we are not God. The message, seemingly negative, is ultimately 
liberating. We do not have to rely on our own resources and our own strength; there is something - or rather someone - who 
allows us to transcend the limitations and sufferings of this world and, even now, begin to wake up in another. 
During the season of Lent, we are proud to exhibit one of Julian Stair’s clay sculptures, taken from his series of monumental 
sarcophagi, ‘Quietus’. Julian’s piece, made in a brick factory due to its industrial proportions, helps us reflect on these 
connections between life and death. It recalls in stark terms Genesis 2, 7: “Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of 
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” 
The title, Repose, draws attention to its connection with the altar. The altar of repose is an altar where the Communion hosts 
consecrated on Maundy Thursday during the Mass of the Lord's Supper are placed, or "reserved" for use on the following day, 
Good Friday. It has a relation to Jesus’s Passion and ultimate death and resurrection. Here, repose - sleep, rest - is followed by 
rising again.  
 
REPOSE - the exhibition  
From rites of passage to the daily touch of a cup Stair’s work celebrates the dynamics of use and the way that 
pottery permeates and is integral to human experience. From the anthropomorphism of the vessel to the way it 
operates in different social settings, pottery possesses an extraordinary multivalence, always offering engagement on 
a multi-sensory level. His work encompasses the domestic and the monumental, the studio and the factory floor. 
Challenging the institutionalised consumption of art, his work argues instead for what the pragmatic philosopher John 
Dewey describes as art’s ability to offer a 'complete interpenetration of self and the world of objects and events'. 
 
Julian Stair - the ceramicist 
Julian Stair is one of the UK’s leading potters and writers on ceramics. He has exhibited internationally since 1986 
and has work in 30 public collections including the Victoria & Albert Museum, British Museum, Museum of Arts & 
Design, New York, Mashiko Museum of Ceramic Art, Japan and the Museum Boijmans van Beuningen, Rotterdam. A 
regular contributor to ceramic publications since the 1980s, Julian is an authority on the history of English studio 
ceramics completing a PhD at the Royal College of Art in 2002. He has recently published essays on William Staite 
Murray, the Omega Workshop and Hamada, in addition to accompany the Fitzwilliam Museum exhibition on Modern 
British Ceramics Julian has written the catalogue essay “From Precepts to Praxis: The Origin of English Studio 
Pottery”. 
 
Recent solo exhibitions include Equivalence at Corvi-Mora, London (2018), Quotidian (Corvi-Mora 2014) and 
Quietus: The Vessel, Death and the Human Body at Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art, National Museum of 
Wales Cardiff, Winchester Cathedral, Somerset House, London and Manchester Cathedral.  Julian has worked 
collaboratively producing two exhibitions of ceramics with the painter Eileen Cooper R.A., and recently with the 
silversmith Simone ten Hompel Julian exhibited Re-naturing the Vessel (Rosemarie Jäger Gallery, Frankfurt, Oxford 
Ceramics Gallery and COLLECT). Recent group exhibitions include Yale Center for British Art USA, Fitzwilliam 
Museum University of Cambridge, Wolverhampton Art Gallery, National Centre for Craft & Design, Sleaford, 
Oxford Ceramics Gallery, Frieze Art Fair, London, TEFAF, Maastricht. 
 



 

Austin Forum / The Catholic Church and Modern and Contemporary Art 
Austin Forum aims to reestablish a strong and creative relationship between the Catholic Church and the Arts, 
especially within contemporary visual art. In the twentieth century, the Catholic Church invited its members to 
“read the signs of the times”. In response to that, Austin Forum is working with artists whose artistic expressions 
say something about the world and the human condition today. Austin Forum is delighted to announce the fifth 
exhibition of an Art programme in the church building at St Augustine’s, Hammersmith. We celebrate the creativity 
and practice of emerging and established artists and invite them to engage and respond to our sacred space. We 
invite them to enhance our worship and contemplation in this church.  
 
Curators 
Curated by Fr Gianni Notarianni O.S.A., Director of Austin Forum and Parish Priest of St Augustine’s Church & by 
Marie Marin la Meslee 
 
Visitor information 
Admission: free Opening times: Monday-Friday: 7 am to 7 pm, Saturday: 10:30 am to 7 pm, Sunday: 8 am to 7:30 pm 
Address: St Augustine’s church - 55 Fulham Palace Road - London. W6 8AU  
E: info@austin-forum.org T: 020 8748 3254  
Nearest London Underground Station: Hammersmith 
 
Press information 
For more information, interviews and images, contact: 
Marie Marin la Meslée - Austin Forum Communications Manager 
E: marie@austin-forum.org T: 020 8748 3254 
Follow Austin Forum: austin-forum.org | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | LinkedIn 
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