
Augustinians walk the 

Our group joined by some new friends we met along the way

On Friday 25 July, 15 people from UK 
Augustinian parishes and 1 friend from 
the Netherlands gathered in Ponferrada. 
After some tapas, sangria and a ‘good’ 
nights sleep they began their 200km 
pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela. 
With never ending determination and 
encouragement from the rest of the group 
they all arrived safely in Santiago in time 
for the Pilgrim Mass at the famous 
Cathedral, eight days later!

Our route: Ponferrada - 33km - Trabadelo - 33km  - Fonfria - 18km - Samos - 34.4km - Portomarín 
- 25km - Palas de Rei - 28.8km - Arzúa - 19.1km - Pedrouzo - 20km - Santiago de Compostela!

It was physically demanding at times but great fun too. I particularly loved the tangible spirit of 
fellowship in our diverse group, the laughter and lightheartedness, the moments for quiet reflection in 
ancient, beautiful churches in the villages we passed through and all the wonderful people we met along 
the way. The Camino was a lot like life itself, you never knew what was around the corner of those 
winding roads but you kept pressing on in faith and optimism.   Suzanne Stevenson, Hammersmith

There was loads of laughter and singing. Blisters became your friend. I stopped to speak to many 
walkers along the way, to listen to their life stories. I met loads of people from all around the world at 
different stages of life and it was great to be able to share the experience with 
them and learn from them. Fingers crossed I can walk the camino again in the not 
too distant future. But let me recover first!!!! "
King Nwosu, Hoxton af Austin
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The Camino was one of the most insightful and unforgettable experiences I have ever had. Quite 
surprisingly a highlight for me was the day we walked our longest distance. I never knew I would arrive 
after a 34.4km walk with a huge smile on my face! I found at times it was nice to walk on my own. It gave 
me time to think and contemplate why I was doing the pilgrimage. Another highlight was evening Mass at 
the Benedictine Monastery in Samos. The sung Evening Prayer echoed all around the church making the 
place so enchanting and surreal. I would like to say a big thank you to the whole group for making the 
Camino a special experience and making the long walks more bearable. Even though there were ups 
and downs I would love to do it again!   Lisa Dickens, Harborne"

Relieved, exhausted and a bit wet… but arrived in Santiago!
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I have felt at somewhat of a crossroads in my life for some time 
now and and I thought that the Camino might give me time for 
some quiet reflection. After the first day of walking however I 
really began to question my judgement and found myself wishing 
I had chosen a beach holiday instead! I am happy to report that 
my feelings soon changed and the reason for this is almost all 
down to the amazing group of people I was fortunate enough to 
be with on my camino. I would urge anyone thinking about joining 
an Augustinian group trip to do it; it was an incredible experience 
and I am really grateful to everyone I went with for making it so 
special.   Gemma Richardson, Clare PrioryPilgrim’s Passport & Certificates

Only 50km to go, nearly there!
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