
 
 
 
 

 
 
PRESS RELEASE⎟’EXSULTET!’ - BY DESIGNER PHIL BAINES. THE FIRST EXHIBITION IN A 
NEW CONTEMPORARY SACRED ART PROGRAMME AT ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH, 
HAMMERSMITH, OPENS THIS APRIL 
 
Exsultet! 
1 April to 19 May, 2018 
Media view: 20 April, 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
 
 
Austin Forum presents a Contemporary Sacred Art exhibition by designer Phil Baines. For the first 
time, he is exhibiting his whole collection of 32 Paschal candle designs. 
The exhibition takes place in a recently renovated St Augustine’s Catholic Church, Hammersmith, 
part of a wider Regeneration Project of the site, led by architect Roz Barr. 
 
 
Austin Forum 
The Catholic Church and Modern and Contemporary Art 
Austin Forum aims to reestablish a strong and creative relationship between the Catholic Church and the Arts, 
especially within contemporary visual art. In the twentieth century, the Catholic Church invited its members to 
“read the signs of the times”. In response to that, Austin Forum is working with artists whose artistic expressions 
say something about the world and the human condition today. 
With Exsultet!, Austin Forum is delighted to announce the beginning of a Sacred Art programme in the church 
building at St Augustine’s, Hammersmith. We celebrate the creativity and practice of emerging and established artists 
and invite them to engage and respond to our sacred space. We invite them to enhance our worship and 
contemplation in this church. Austin Forum is a project established by the Order of St Augustine. 

 
‘Exsultet!’ by Phil Baines 
Paschal candle catalogue 1986–2017  
I’d spent much of my BA at St Martin’s using letterpress and had continued with this at the Royal College of Art. The 
Mac had yet to make any impact on the British design community, and I had been urged by tutors to find a ‘real 
world’ use for my work. I had painted designs on Paschal candles while in seminary some years before, so I thought I 
could take a typographic approach this time and produce designs for friends from that earlier time who had since 
become priests. And so it began.  
I had no notion of where it would lead: there was no plan, but each Lent since 1986 I have found myself drawn to 
the same problem. The rules for the Paschal candle design are few: it should have a cross, it should say A (alpha) and 
Ω (Omega), it should state the year. Given that five incense ‘pins’ are added to the candle at the Easter Vigil I don’t 
necessarily make much of the cross in the design. The choice of other texts is mine, whatever I feel works with the 
design ideas: sometimes the Exsultet, the great prayer sung at the vigil; sometimes parallel gospel texts; sometimes 
just fragments of appropriate words; sometimes Latin, which I never knew well, but which always sounds good.  
Sometimes there is an idea which has been germinating for a while, sometimes an idea which didn’t work the 
previous year is tried again, sometimes I was exploring a typeface design.  
In design terms there is much going on. An interest in pattern making is clearly evident in many designs, a delight in 
the number of letters in a word (‘does it make a cross’ for example, or an alpha? Or omega?). There are several 
years where I was exploring the possibilities of my own typeface Vere Dignum (originally designed just for the 2000 
candle). At other times it’s about the sounds of the words and about repetition. More recently there’s an attempt to 
merge bell-ringing notation with a long-standing interest in concrete poetry. Sometimes it is a Holy Week panic (and 
prayer).  



 
 
 
 

 
 
Notes to editors 
Biography 
Phil Baines was born in Kendal, Westmorland. After studying to be a priest at Ushaw, near Durham, he left to 
pursue graphic design, first at St Martin’s School of Art, then at the Royal College of Art, both in London.   
He has worked since as a freelance graphic designer on a wide range of projects including print work for publishers 
such as Phaidon and Thames & Hudson, and arts organisations notably Matt’s Gallery. More recent projects include 
the lettering for the 7 July 2005 Bombings Memorial in London’s Hyde Park; and digitising Ed Wright’s Flaxman font 
for continued use by the Metropolitan Police Service in their new Scotland Yard building on the Victoria 
Embankment.  
Since 1991 he has combined his practice with teaching half full-time at Central Saint Martins, University of the Arts 
London, and became Professor of Typography in 2006.  
Other research with Dr Catherine Dixon focusses on public lettering subjects and includes the website 
www.publiclettering.org.uk and the book Signs, lettering in the environment, (2003).  
 
Curators, designs & support 
Curated by Fr Gianni Notarianni O.S.A. (Parish Priest of St Augustine’s Church, Director of Austin Forum) & Marie 
Marin la Meslee 
Exhibition designed by Roz Barr 
Catalogue designed by John Creak 
Thanks to Art+Christianity, UAL Central Saint Martins and to Roz Barr Architects for their support. 
 
Visitor information 
Admission: free 
Opening times: Monday-Friday: 7 am to 7 pm, Saturday: 10:30 am to 7 pm, Sunday: 8 am to 7:30 pm 
Address: St Augustine’s church - 55 Fulham Palace Road - London. W6 8AU 
E: info@austin-forum.org T: 020 8748 3254 
Nearest London Underground Station: Hammersmith 
 
 
 
Press information 
For more information, interviews and images, contact: 
Marie Marin la Meslée - Austin Forum Communications Manager 
E: marie@austin-forum.org T: 020 8748 3254 
Follow Austin Forum: austin-forum.org | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | LinkedIn 
 
 
*** People say: 
“Austin Forum is an innovative space where faith, reason, art, compassion, education, and action meet. Its 
forward thinking approach to Catholicism, which acknowledges the potential and beauty present in all of God's 
creation - particularly in EVERY human person - is just what London needs. A West London gem!”  
Richard Piatt, Director at Arts & Drama, Merrimack College, Boston, USA 
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